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PATH (Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing) is

a new private/public effort to develop, demonstrate, and gain
widespread acceptance for the "Next Generation" of American
housing. Through the use of new and innovative technologies the
goal of PATH is to improve the quality, durability, environmental
efficiency, and affordability of tomorrow's houses.

Initiated at the request of the White House, PATH is managed
and supported by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development. In addition, all Federal Agencies that engage in
housing research and technology development are PATH part-
ners, including the Department of Energy, the Department of
Commerce, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency. State and local govern-
ments and other participants in the public sector also are part-
ners in PATH. Product manufacturers, home builders, insurance
companies, and lenders represent private industry in the PATH
partnership.

To learn more, please contact: PATH, Suite B133, 451 Seventh
Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20410; fax 202-708-4250; e-mail
pathnet@pathnet.org.

The statements and conclusions contained in this publication are those
of the National Institute of Building Sciences and do not necessarily
reflect the view of the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
The Institute has made every effort to verify the accuracy and appropri-
ateness of the publication's content. However, no guarantee of the accu-
racy or completeness of the information or acceptability for compliance
with any industry standard or mandatory requirement of any code, law,
or regulation is either offered or implied.
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Foreword

An important factor in making the best use of our nation’s housing
stock is accurately assessing the condition, safety, usefulness, and
rehabilitation potential of older residential buildings. The
Residential Rehabilitation Inspection Guide provides step-by-step
technical information for evaluating a residential building’s site,
exterior, interior, and structural, electrical, plumbing, and HVAC
systems.

First published by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development in 1984 as the Guideline on Residential Building
Systems Inspection, the guideline has found widespread use and
acceptance among architects, engineers, builders, realtors, and
preservationists.

Now, for the Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing
(PATH) program, the guideline has been updated and expanded to
include current assessment techniques and standards, information
about additional building materials, and a broader coverage of haz-
ardous substances and the effects of earthquakes, wind, and floods.
HUD is pleased to reissue this important and time-tested publica-
tion, knowing that it will prove a valuable resource for preserving
and reusing our nation’s building stock.

Susan M. Wachter
Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and Research
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